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WAGE GREAT LEGALE 
BATTLE IN JUDGE* 

WILKERSON’S COURT 
Daughertv Seeks to Make Injunction Permanent—Officials 

K 

iielieve Fnd of Strike Near—May Postpone 
Injunction Hearing to Settle Strike 
_ 

lit lultrd l’rc«. I 

Chicago. Sept. 11.—Bitter argu- 
ment o'er the Daugherty injunction 
against the striking railroad shop- 
men was waged this morning in the 
Federal Court here. 

Attorneys for the Unions bitterly 
attacked the writ as unlawful and 
unconstitutional. 

Government lawyers headed by At- 
torned General Daugherty upheld the 
writ and asked that it be made per- 
manent. 

Chicago, Sept. 11.—Alleged proof 
i of a great nation wide plot against 
> the country’s railroads was to be pre- 

sented in Judge* Wilkerson’s court 
today when the government’s aupli- 
cation for a permanent injunction 
against the striking shopmen’s union 
came up. 

At the same time, it wsa under- j 
stood, the injunction was to be modi- 
fied, with parts alleged to conflict j 
with free speech ami such rights 
clminated. 

Attorney General Daugherty and a 

great array of hiral talent were on ! 
hand to fight the government’s case. ! 

A mass of evidence was expected 
to he introduced to show that the j 
railroad shopmen had instituted a 

campaign of terrorism and sabotage. I 

I Federal agents carefully guarded a : 
carload of implements of destruction 
alleged to have been seized by fed- | 
eral agents in all parts of the coun- j 
try. 

Thousands of telegrams, letters, 
books, plans and statements from 
more than 17,000 persons were in- j 
eluded in the evidence. The striking j 
shopmen, against whom the injunc- 
tion was aimed, were represented by 

Washington, Sept. 11. Adminis-| 
tint ion officials came to their desks i 

I today believing that settlement of the 
! rail strike is near on many import-! 

ant roads and that the threatening j 
industrial situation is due shortly to j 
take a decided turn for the better. 

As the policy committee of the 
shop craft unions met in Chicago to 
give consideration (favorably, it was 
believed here) to peace terms made 
hy a group.of ‘’liberal” rail execu- I 
fives, word came that the executive I 
council of the \tneriean Federation of 
Labor, at Atlantic City, will quickly 
crush the suggestion of a general 
strike. j 

Interest of government officials 
centered today chiefly on Chicago j and the hearings before federal judge 
Wilkerson there on the plea of At- i 
torney General Daugherty to make 
permanent the sweeping injunction 
against striking rail workers ob- 
tained two weeks ago. 

It was believed here that the court 
proceedings, might be postponed, with 
the attorney general's consent parti- ; 
cularly if the shop craft policy group 
shows signs taking favorable action. 
on settlement proposals. The govern- 
meat has emphasized that it is an- 

xious that the injunction proceedings \ 
shall not interfere with peace ef- 
forts. I 

At the department of Justice today 
it was said that considerable time! 

At the same time, it was under- 
would be required by Attorney Gen-1 
eral Daugherty to submit to the 
agents have gathered backing up' 
Daugherty’s public charge that a, 
general conspiracy of sabotage in the 
rail strike has been uncovered. 

Daugherty, it was said, had not de- 
cided when he left Washington for 
Chicago, whether he would supboera 
all of the -40 union leaders named in 
the injunction writ. However, it was 
stated, he will question closely any 
union heads who appear, and in this 

t nffi<-bil<s b,-r<i >ir»- wnitimr 
with interest to see if Bert M. Jewell, 
head of the shop craftsmen, goes to 
the hearing today. 

It was believed that hearings on 
the motion to make the injunction per- 

1 maner.t would occupy several days. 
Uaught ty and his assistants work- 

ed late into the night perfecting 
I 

then plans. 
miuitilt us!y with the injunction hearing, ninety members of the shop- 

ciatts pt y committee met in an- 

I*'*: 
f the city to discuss 

« nortetl to have been 
Ci ;igr»**d to between a score 

• fatheads and shopmen’s 
, hei M. '< wt president of the 
I ''doftmxl the committee 

«rriO’V*"f lh< separate peace 
^‘cre; inference with 

I load executives. 
Bitter opi.os:::, t(, tho separate 

The 

J the roads of the count rv! ^ °f 
liepreseiMtivt n * 

i the issue of seoaru.. ■", 
before the alleged peace Xnh?*25. 

Shopmens leaders refused to ex 
L PWfl Why thev had decided to accent 
\ 
■ must be of a national character. 
I Bible Thought for Today 
I A v 
f 

peace: and the Hod of love 
and peace shall be with vou.—2 Cor. 

1 13: 11. 

COAL MINERS 
BACK ON JOB 

EARLY TODAY 
Two-Thiros of Anthracite 

Workers Resume Work 
At Mines 

BEEN OUT 163 DAYS 

Ut-mainder of 155,000 Men to be Em- 

ployed Before Close of Meek—260 
Collieries l.ong Idle Machinery Be- 

gins to Hum. 

(By I'nited Press) 
Wilkes Barre, Pa., Sept. 11.—Pro- 

duction of anthracite coal begun today 
after operations bad been suspended 
for 103 days 

M’ith screching whistles a majority 
of the 200 'collieries in the hard coal 
fields opened this morning and long 
idle machinery began to hum. 

Two thirds of the 155,000 anthra- 
cite miners reported for work today. 
The remainder will Pe employed be- 
fore the week is over. 

Congress to Make 
Quick Get-Away 

( II v I nllrd I 

Washington, Sept. 11.—Having | 
cleared away the salient bills of its 
extensive legislative program, Con- 
gress today was preparing to go 
home within two weeks. 

Though the tariff and bonus bills 
will not be in shape to present for ac- 
tion until about the middle of the 
week, these measures are expected to 

experience little difficulty in passage. 
That will leave only the Liberian 

loan* the Capper-Tineher grain fu- 
tures bill and the Dyer anti-lynching 
bill and the coal bills as the import- 
ant measures to be disposed of prior 
to adjournment. 

The tariff reports completed by 
Republican conferees late Saturday, 
was to be signed by Democratic mem- 
bers of the conference today, and 
then sent immediately to the printer, 
so that it can be presented to the 
House tomorrow. It will he called up 
for action Wednesday, and house 
leaders hope to send it to the sen- 
ate the same day. 

Meanwhile, conferees planned to 
tackle the monus report today. Chair- 
man McCumber, head of the bonus 
forces, predicted this work would be 
concluded within a few hours. 

The “basic plan” of a proposal 
compromise was said to include eli- 
mination of the McN’ary irrigation 
amendment, hut retention of the Sim- 
mons provision to pay the bonus out 
of the interest on the foreign loan. 

Should McCumber’s plans carry, 
the bonus would be sent to the Presi- 
dent at substantially the same time 
as the tariff, which now is said to be 
the earnest hope of Administration 
chiaftains. 

Whether Mr. Harding will act at 
once on the tariff and bonus bills is 
still conjectual, though it is beieved 
he will follow the wishes of his party- 
spokesmen and make some decision, 
especially in regard to the tariff, 
shortly after the hills are given to 
him. 

Should Mr. Harding decide to veto 
the bonus, and this is believed cer- 
cam, hi; win nilYf n DHCK 10 
the Capitol in time not to seriously 
delay Congress adjournment plans 

The Borah and Cummins coal bills 
also were in conference today. Both 
of these bills, too, should be at the 
White House this week, as conferees 
did not look for any additional dif- 
ficulty in getting the measures ac- 
cepted by the House and Senate af- 
ter the report is framed. 

Cedar Trees For Pageant 
Plans for the decoration of the im- 

mense stage rquired for the Pageant 
on the 10th and 20th of this month 
have been worked out satisfactorily. 
Through the kindness of the Hollin 
Hall farms 80 large scdar trees were 

supplied to form the back ground of 
rhe biggest stage south of the Hippo- 
drome in New York. These trees to- 
gether with the scenic hack grounds 
now being painted wilt represent one 
of the prettiest stage settings ever 

attempted. Twelve Army reflectors 
have been loaned bv Camp Humph- 
reys to light the stage. Full plans of 
*ht -tire s»age lighting is now in the 
iur ,f electrical experts. 

A full meeting of the cast is ar- 
aiikced. Measurements will be taken 

tor the costumes. This meeting will 
be held at the Elks Home. All are 

| particularly urged to attend. 

|LOW DISEASE 
DURING MONTH 

I OF AUGUST 
Only Two Cases of Typhoid 

Fever Has Been Re- 
ported 

HEALTH REPORT 

Sanitary Condition of City Good and 
General Health Better Than For 
Same Period in Past Three Years. 
Much Work Done 

______ 

According to the monthly report of 
Dr. L. E. FouIks, city health officer, 
the month of August proved a record 
breaker, as far as communicable dis- 
eases are concerned. This department 
reports only ont local case and one 

imported case of typhoid fever. This, 
1 it is stated, is two-thirds lower than 
the lowest typhoid rate for August 
for the past three years. 

Dr. Foulks says the entire summer 
here has been noted for the extremer- 
ly low rate of typhoid, and he ex- 

presses gratification over this splen- 
did record, it being pointed out by 
him that typhoid fever is a prevent- 
able disease, and that the depart- 
ment has been using its best ef- 
forts to cut it down. The department 
also reports there was only one case 
of diptheria during the month of 
August, adding that it was not con- 
tracted in the city being what is de- 
signated as an important case. The 
report says that no other children’s 
diseases were reported in August. Dr. 
Foulks says he regards the health 
condition here good. 

A review of the work accomplish-1 
ed by the various departments of the I 

| city health department follows: 
Twenty-eight inspections of dairy 

farms furnishing milk to this city 
were made during August; 73 tests 
of milk samples conducted at the de- 
partment’s laboratory; 185 inspec- 
tions made of restaurants, meat 
markets, grocery stores and other ; 
food and drink establishments. 

Under the head of general sani- 
tary work it is set forth 25 com- 

plaints w*re investigated; 137 nuis- 
ances ordered abated; 158 official 
notices were issued to correct un- j 
sanitary conditions; 57 inspections 
were made of yards, buildings, mdv- I 
ing picture houses, barber shops and 
public toilets. 

Laboratory work. A total of 361 1 

tests were conducted, including twenty 
1 

two tests of city water which he says ; 

continues good. 
Fifty patients were treated at the i 

veneral clinic and 00 treatments j 
were given. 

At the general clinic for the poor 
06 examinations, advice and treat- 
ments were given, some being, visited 
ut their homes by the physician and 
nurse of the department. 

The eye clinic under the direction 
of Dr. Benton, commander, medical 
corps, U. S. N., many have received 
advice and treatment, among whom 
were a number of school children who 
otherwise would have been unable to 
secure expert advice and treatment. 

During the past month 43 children I 
were vaccinated and now the depart- 
ment is alnioit vaccinating that nurn-1 
ber daily. 

PETITION CITY MANAGER FOR 
ESTABLISHMENT OF LIBRARYi 

Pleading that Alexandria as a city 
of 18,000 people should above all else 
have a free public library, a petition 
was fild at the office of Wilder M 
Rich, city manager, this morning, by 
a committee representing the Senior 
Young People’s Society of the .V E. 
Church South. The petition bore the 
names of Miss Margaret Gerniond, 
chairman, Miss Bertha Allison. Miss 
Coralie Greenaway, Miss Ruth Spinks 
and Mrs. Julia Davis Myers. The 
committee appeared at the office of 
the city manager this morning pre- 
pared to make a personal plea but as 

Mr. Rich is out of the city, the docu- 
ment was placed on file, and, accord- 
ing to his secretary, will receive his 
immediate attention upon his return 

Wednsday. 
The petition was the outcome of 

a movement which was started by 
this sociey several months ago and 
which at the last business meeting 
took its present form 

A special plea for the children of 
school age was made as follows; 

“Alexandria has a large and grow- 
ing school population, with great 
need for a free institution for refer- 
enc and resarch work. We feel that 
a ciy of our size, prosperity and pub- 
lic spirit should not longer deprive 
its future citizens of the benefit of 
so great an aid to education and citi- 
eznship making as a public library. 

“Alexandria’s need for a public lib- 
rary. an institution created primarily 
for the adyancemnt of public educa- 
tion and the promotion of social and 
community welfare, and from which 
all th people can obtain, withou* 
cost, books for thir mental, moral 

and sDiriitual uplift, is unquestioned, 
and we trust that this rquest which 
we present to vou tday will receive 
vour sympathetic attention and that 
you will, at a time which in vr>ur 

iudgment seems best, seek the ful- 
fillment of this plan.” 

The petitioning committee feels 
sure that it has voiced the sentiments 
of many other organization ot the 
city and that these organizations will 
come to their aid when Mr. Rich has 
acted favorably upon the petition, 
which to all present indications, he 
will undoubtedly do. 

FIREBUGS ARE 
AGAIR BUSY 

Small Damage at Garage ot 
R. H. Wattles Early 

Sunday Morning 
Oiled Waste Used—Police Are 

out a Single Clew Thus far—Sev- 
eral Fires Recently t harged to 

Same Cause. 

Firebugs shortly after midnight1 
Saturday night set fire to the gar- 
age of Richard H. Wattles on the j 
west side of Union between I rince 

and Duke streets. An investigation 
made hy Fire Chief McDermott, it is 

said disclosed that oiled waste has 
been used by the firebugs. 

As soon as the blaze was discovered 
an alarm was turned in and the j 
firemen quickly subdued the fire be-: 
fore any material damage was done. 
A large crowd was attracted to the 
fire. j, 

Exactly a week ago Saturday nig^ 
firebugs set fire to a small boat club 
on the river front, and only a week 
before that they endeavored to burn 
the plant of the Bryant Fertilizer 
Company near the garage of Mr. 
Wattles. ’. 

The police department thus far is 1J 
without a single clew to who the ,' 
guilty parties may be. 

VICTORIOUS 
TURKS POUR 

; INTO SMYRNA 
Qreek Troops Hoot Own 

! King—Constantine 
In Peril 

NEED “STRONG MAN” 

American, British, French and 
ian Sailors and Marines Guard 
Consulates—Hints of Christian 
Massacres Stir Mosleem World. 

I 
(By United Press) 

Victorious Turkish Nationalist 
[troops are pouring into Smyrna to- 
day, while mutterings of Christian 
massacres, stir the Moslem world as 
a result of Mustapha Kemal’s crush- 
ing victories over the Greeks. 

King Constantine of Greece, is in 
peri! of being overthrown according to 

dispatches from Athens Riotious 
remnants of the defeated Greek army 
are marching through the streets 
hooting their King. Plans of the 
Greek government to scatter the 
troops over the island in the Aegean 
Sea failed when the soldiers seized 
the transports and insisted on being 
landed at Piraus, the port of Athens 
A “strong man” is needed in Greece 

and adherents of former Premier 
Venizelos are understood to favor his 

votlirn which Would in- 
volve ousting Consantine. Yenizelos 
was due in Paris today to consult al- 
lied statesmen. 

First note of a possible Islamic up- 
rising against the Christians was 

sounded in Constantinople, where- 
upon work of Kemal’ successes, 

throngs of Moslems congregated and 
threatene the “unbelievers” Christ- 
ians are in grave fear. Constantinople 
howevr, is garrisoned by allied 
troops, principally British, under 
command of Field Marshal Plumer, 
and there Is a squadron of British 
warships nearby. 

•United States, British. French and ! 
Italian bluejackets and marines, are, 
guaring the consulates and public; 
buildings in Smyrna, but they are 

havily outnumbered by the Turks., 
Mustapha Kemal planned to make 
his triumphant entry into the city to- ; 
day. The Turks have taken charge 
of sanitation work and are trying to j 
clean up the city, stamp out pestilen- i 

ces, and feed the refugees. 

KILLED IN SCREENING 
MACHINE LAST NIGHT 

Henrv Gundy, about twenty-five 
vears old, a resident of Fairfax coun- 

ty. was killed- last, night near Annan- 
dale. about six miles from here, when 
he got caught while operating the ele- 
vator of a screening machine. The de- 
ceased had pratically every bone in 
his body crushed. The body was re- 

moved to Vienna, Fairfax County | 
for burial. The deceased lived at Lila, 
Fairfax county and was employed by, 
Lane Brothers, contractors who are 

building the Little River Turnpike, 
Road. 

OPERATION ON MRS. 
HARDING POSTPONED; 

CONDITION IMPROVES 
TRAIN BARELY 
ESCAPED RECK 
Birmingham Special Nearly 

Runs Into Freight 
Wreck. 

Alexandria Men Engineers of Freight 
Wrecked on Rockfish Trestle Yes- 
terday—Train Service Resumed at 
6 O’clock. 

The Birmingham Special, hound for 
Washington, Baltimore and New York, 
narrowly escaped destruction yester- 
day shortly ufter noon as the result 
of the wrecking of two “extra” freight 
trains on the trestle near Rockfish, 
Va., on the Washington division of 
the Southern Railroad. Engineers 
of the wrecked freights were Alexan- 
dria men, J. C. Crump and George 
Chisholm. 

Less than 25 minutes before the big 
passenger train of crowded Pullman 
and day coaches came thundering to- 

ward the trestle a freight train stand- 
ing on the trestle and six cars had been 
wrecked, one of them, full of wheat, 
being hurled to the river bed nearly 
100 feet below. 

H. D. Wright, station agent and 
telegraph operator at Rockfish, which 
is about 23 miles south of Charlottes- 
ville, heard the collision and rushed 
out. He saw three men rolling down 
the step bank toward the river and the 
freight car full of wheat crashing to 
destruction behind them. Another 
freight car hung in splinters over the 

edge of the trestle. The nose of the 

engine of the rear train was buried 
deep in the third car of the train that 
had been hit. 

Wright, with Ashbv Baber, conduc- 
tor, and Jesse Mitchell, flagman of 
this train, rushed down the north- 
bound track with warning nags, ney 
realized that No. 30, the Birmingham 
Special, would be coming along at full 

speed in a few minutes. One of the 
wrecked freight ears had been thrown 

directly across the northbound track. 
The Birmingham Special was al- 

ready several hours late and was try- 
ing to make up time. If she had been 
20 minutes earlier there would have 
boon scores of fatalities, the railroad 
men said. When the three men finally 
stopped the big passenger train the 
front of the engine was just at the 

edge of the culvert and the wreckage 
not more than 100 feet away. 

The three men who escaped injury 
hv rolling down into Roekfish river 
had been asleep in a caboose at the 

rear of the freight tram that whs 

struck. They were ‘‘deadheading,’ ; 
having just b(|'P relieved from dut\ 

after a sixteen hour stretch, l.vnn 

Anderson, conductor, woke up first 

and heard an engine coming behind, i 

He awoke George Lattin. engineer, j 
and Brakeman Schelhorn. They asked ; 

no questions. All throe leaped for 

their lives, and they were not a mo- 

ment too soon. All suffered bruises 

and sprains. 
Both wrecked freight trains were 

“extras,” consisting of loaded and 

empty cars. Both were southbound. 
The first one, of which •?. C. frump, 
was engineer, had stopped on the tres- 

tle for repairs to a broken airhose. 
The second train, George Chisholm, 
engineer, is said to have been running 
behind at 12 miles an hour. Chisholm 
declared ht» b-akes would not work 
in time to afunid the smaslv. • 

The Birmingham Special with its 

123 passengers, was held up at Rock- 

fish most of the afternoon. Wreck- 
ing trains with derricks came from 

Monroe, Va., to clear the tracks and 

the passengers spent the day watch- 

ing them work and marveling at their 

sacape. The tracks were cleared of 

;he wreckage at 6 o’clock yesterday 
afternoon and regular service was 

resumed. Over 1,200 bushels of wheat 
« __ .1._IUa Unnbc nf thr 

ay in w ncoj» 

lit+le river. 
Roekfish is kown among railroad 

men as a bad place. There have been 

several wrecks the«e. About 20 >eai' 

jgo 35 people were killed when a pas- j 
senger train piled up almost in fimu ; 

if the depot. 

taker’s Friends 
Resent Slur 

■ *■*— 

New York. Sept. 11.—Friends of 

Newton I). Baker, Cleveland lawyer, 
uvho wa secretary of war during the 

Wilson administration, today resc\ecl 
ivhat they term a slur on him by the 

Encvclopaedia Britannaicfl | 
The new edition intimates, tns ( 

fri<\ds state, that Baker was a paci-1 
fist and without ability and devotes 

inly 200 words concerning him, while 

it gives several columns to Lord Bal- 

four, of England. 
Baker is called an “American poli- 

tician” in the account and Balfour a 

•British Statesman.” 
The article brands Baker’s career 

is War Secretary as “widely con- 

firmed throughout the United States 
is lacking in energy, foresight and 
ability.” 

General Pershing is among those 
vho have protested to the editors of 
he Encyclopaedia. 
“It was stated at the office of Frank- 

in H. Hooper, New York editor of 
he publication “that Mr. Hooper had 
10 comment to make." 

Spent Sunday Night Quietly—octors, The Best In Amer- 
ica, Hold Hopes For Early Improvement in Con- 

dition of Presidents Wife 

HAS MANY DISTINGUISHED VISITORS 

President Optimistic— Mrs. E. B. McLean Rushes to Bed- 
side of Friend in Special Train and Be- 

lieves Recovery Assured 

JURY TO PROBE 
LUCAS DEATH 

\ 

Fairfax Authorities to Fix 
Responsibility For 

Fatal Injuries 
— 

i Jury to View Body Today and Hear 
I Testimony at Pulman’s Store at 10 

O’clock Thursday Morning—Fun- 
eral Tomorrow at St. Mary’s 

A thorough investigation to place 
the responsibility for the death of 
Miss Madge Elizabeth Lucas who 
died Saturday at the home of her 
parents, Mr and Mrs. Andrew A. 
Lucas, 1202 Princess street, from in- 

| juries received last Thursday night 
when she was thrown from an army 

I motor bus enroute to Camp Hump- 
! hreys, when the bu:- is alleged to 
| have struck lumber wagon will be 
made by the Fairfax county author- 
ities. She died of a fractured skull 
received by being thrown from the 
rear seat of the car. 

Today a coroner’s jury summoned 
by Constable F. .1. M ease viewed the 
body at the home of the girl’s par- 
ents and they will assemble at 10 
o’clock Thursday morning at Pull- 
ma’ns store, Fairfax county, where 
evidence will be taken. The jury sum- 
moned is composed of Thomas John- 
son, Robert A. Arnold, E II. Roberts. 
.1. M. Avers, Horace Woolf, and 
William F. Roat. Justice F. W. 
Troth 'yili preside. 

The funeral of Miss Lucas will 
take place at 0:.“>0 o’clock tomorrow 
morning from St Mary’s Catholic 
Church Burial will he in St. Mary’s 
cemetery 

Keller heek lo 

Impeach Daugherty 
I tl.v I llltdl I’rCNM.) 

Washington, I). C., Sept. 11.—The 
movement to begin impeachment pro- 
ceedings against Attorney General 
Daugherty was quashed by the, re* 
publican leaders in the house today be- 
fore it got fully under way. 

A resolution demanding the im- 
peachment of Daugherty was intro-, 
duced by Congressman Keller, repub- 
lican, of Mincsotn. but on motion of 
administration leaders was referred 
to the judiciary committee, which is 
equivalent to quashing insomuch as the 
administration holds complete sway 
over the committee. 

Keller was prevented from eomplet- 
ing his'Speeoh because of objection of j 
Republian Flot r Leader Mondell. 

SCHOOLS ARE 
OVERCROWDED 
Total of 2.750 Pupils Trudge; 

Wearily To School 
*_ i 

Enrollment Expected to Reach Three 
Thousand— Completion of New I 
School Building Expected in De- j comber. 

Vacation is over and this morning 
two thousand, seven hundred and fifty 
youths and maids from all parts of 
the city dejectedly returned to school. 
A note of forced gayety prevailed as 
if they were trving to pur off till ths 
last minute the serious demeanor 
which, according to best authorities, 
must characerize the student. In the 
grammar grades, romping, prank- 
playing children were herded into 
classes, assignee? Wessons and final!'/ 
dismissed, with sighs of relief by much 
harassed teachers. 

At the high school a more serious 
note prevailed. School was formally 
opened in the assembly room by Prin- 
cipal Hayden, and the Rev. \V. ,T. 
Morton, of Christ Church, delivered 
a prayer, followed by a short talk. 

This afternoon it had to be done all 
over again, because until the now 

building is completed, classes niu.-t be 
held in shifts and about 360 pupils 
will attend onlv one session each day, 
about 200 of these in the afternoon. 
Wo A the new building has been 
rushed as much as possible, and it is 
hoped to have it ready for use by 
December 15th. 

The corps of instructors has been 
considerably increased this year, some 
six new teachers having been added 
in the high school, and the staff of 
the grammar grad if increased by 
eight or ten. 

) 11} 1 olte<l Prenw.) 

Washington. Sept. 11.—Continued 
improvement in the condition of Mrs. 
Harding has led attending physicians 
to postpone any operation, an otlicia! 
bulletin issued today stated 

The official bulletin on Mrs. Hard- 
ing’s condition at 9:30 a. m. was as 

follows: 
•‘Temperature, 99.5 degrees. 
‘‘Pulse, 96. 
“Resperation, 30. 
••Night less restless. Elimination 

increased. Complications subsiding. 
General appearances indicate improve- 
ment. Operative proceodure deferred. 

“C. E. SAWYER." 
The phrase “elimination increased" 

referred to Mrs. Harding’s increased 
ability to throw off effects of the pois- 
on and prevent further auto-intoxica- 
tion. * 

Washington. Sept. 11.—-A decision 
on which may denend the life of Mrs. 

Harding, wife of the president, was 

to he made early today by the corps 
of six attending physicians, headed 
bv the world famous surgeon, Hr. 
Charles Mayo of Rochester, Minn. 

They were to decide whether a sur- 

gical operation was necessary, im- 
provement during yesterday in Mrs. 
Harding's condition— an improve- 
ment so slight as to be almost im- 
perceptible caused the doctors, af- 
ter hours of earnest consultation and 
conference, to defer their decision on 

the operation. When they decided on 

this course, Mrs. Harding was asleep, 
and her general condition was such 
as to create a wave of optimism 
among the watchers at her bedside 
that a turn for the hotter had come, 
that would carry her safely over the 
crisis and steadily back to health. 

ThaJ, is what the doctors were hop- 
ing as they gathered this morning to 
renew their consultation. They realiz- 
ed that it) operation must be the Inst 
resort, because of Mrs. Harding’s 
weakened physical condition. 

Earn* morning reports from the 
sick room were that Mrs. Harding 
spent a quiet night, sleeping much of 
the time, and suffering comparatively 
little pain. In some resoects, Sun- 
day night was the patient’s best 
niirht since her illness became criti- 
cal. it was stated unofficially. 

An official announcement was ex- 
pected from the physicians after they 
had reached their decision concern- 

ing the operation. There was no way 
to tell, it was indicated, just when 
this decision would finally he made, 
as many factors entered into it. 
Further laboratory tests may be ne- 

cessary, and a postponement of a 
final decision may he agreed on,.af- 
ter the doctors see their patient this 
morning. 

Two official bulletins, issued at 2 
p. m. and 1* n. m. Sunday, told the 
story of the improvement which be- 
ran early Sunday morning, and con- 
tinued throughout the day. 

The first of these said that dur- 
ing the early part of Saturday night, 
Mrs. Hardimr was restless and nerv- 

out, but that late in the night she got 
to sleep, while physical appearances 
indicated “slight improvement.” Her 
condition, it was repeated, was still 
critical. 

The nine p. m. bulletin significant- 
ly ommitted this gloomy statement, 
which has been a part of all previous 
bulletins. This bulletin was the most 
cheerful yet issued by Dr. Sawyer, 
and said that Mrs. Harding's tempe- 
rature was 100, 5, or 2 degree lower 
than at noon; pulse 116 and respira- 
tion 26. 

“She has had a fairly comfortable 
day, with such indications of a slight 
improvement that the decision rein- 
live t>> surgical relief was postponed 
until Monday morning,” the bulletin 
concluded. 

This buil> tin relieved a feeling of 
deep apprehension which has grown 
as the hours passed and no word 
came from the consulting doctor? re- 
lative to their decision on the need 
for an operation. The air was full 
of rumors and reports that an opera- 
tion had been performed. 

Hut as soon as the bulletin was 
issued, a great wave of hopefulness 
and optimism swept over the white 
house. The air was electric with hope. 
Everybody brightened up. The gloom- 
iest Sunday the executive mansion 
has seen in years became, by com- 
parison, cheery. 

The general optimism was reflect- 
ed in President Harding’s own con- 

duct. He went to bed shortly before 
midnight—the earliest hour at which 
he has sought rest since his wife be- 
came critically ill. All late callers 
went a wav predicting Mrs. Harding’s 
recovery. Even Hr. Sawyer, who at 
a late hour left the white house for 
a short walk—his first airing since 
that while he would not go so far 
as to say that Mrs. Harding had a 

good chance for recovery, she had 
shown improvement. 

Mrs. E. K. McLean, a close friend 
of Mrs, Harding, said on leaving, 

(Continued on Page Three) 


